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Savannah Volunteer Port Security Force, circa September 1944. 

Clockwise from top left: reporting for duty and drawing side arms from the ordnance room; 
receiving “orders of the day” with section; inspecting seaman’s identification; women’s division; 

checking loading gear as war materials hoisted from dock into ship’s hold; boarding truck for 
transportation to posts of duty on riverfront.33 

 
 

                                                 
33 “VPSF To Be Unit of 6th District.” 
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Harbor Pilots 
 
On November 27, 1942, Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox approved the 
enrollment of all state pilots into the Coast Guard for the duration of the war.  The 
Port of Savannah pilots were enrolled as full-time active duty Coast Guard 
officers.  Military pay was offered to them, but they declined.  The local pilots 
were: J. P. Browne; G. E. Clark; W. H. Fleetwood; A. E. Henry; Frank W. 
Spencer; H. L. Thompson; and J. S. Thompson.  On May 4, 1944, Frank W. 
Spencer was elevated to the rank of commander and was made liaison pilot for 
the Sixth and Seventh Naval Districts in addition to his role as senior officer for 
the Port of Savannah.  During the war, Spencer moved his family into an 
apartment in the 200 block of East Bay Street (near to the Captain of the Port’s 
offices and the Atlantic Towing Company on River Street) so he could handle 
calls about the port.34 
 
The Savannah pilots, along with those of all the national ports, were honorably 
disenrolled from the Coast Guard on December 1, 1945, resuming regular 
operations under the control of the State of Georgia on December 2nd.   
 

Thus comes to a close a service that was of inestimable value to 
the winning of the war, since the pilots were responsible for a huge 
number of ships entering and departing from the port, with their 
tremendous cargoes of weapons, ammunition and supplies—not to 
mention the priceless personnel. 

 
During the war years, the Savannah Pilot Group handled vessels loaded with 
over one million tons of war supplies destined for various battlefronts.  Of 
particular note, was Lieutenant Commander A. E. Henry’s outstanding 
performance in the assistance of the S. S. Hanley into the Savannah harbor.  
The Hanley had been severely disabled in a head-on collision with a tanker off 
the coast and had to be lead into the harbor stern first.  At the time, the Hanley 
was estimated to be carrying a load of war supplies worth $5 million.35 
  

                                                 
34 “U.S. Coast Guard Relieves Pilots after Years of Valuable Service,” SMN (2 December 1945), 20:2; 
Gunkel, Kay Exley, “Windows on the Water,” (paper and date unknown), Local Reference File: Riverfront 
(River Street), City of Savannah, Research Library and Municipal Archives. 
35 “U.S. Coast Guard Relieves Pilots…” 
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Savannah Army Service Forces Depot (ASF)  
[Savannah Medical Depot, Savannah Quartermaster Depot] 

 

 
Women workers at the Savannah Quartermaster Depot stacking jerry cans 

(see note at end of section for information on jerry cans) into a boxcar for shipment, circa 1943.1 
 
On January 15, 1941, the Savannah Medical Depot was organized in Port 
Wentworth on the site of the old Southeastern Compress and Warehouse 
Company about 3 ½ miles upriver from the city of Savannah.  With the increasing 
demands of World War II, the Medical Supply Section was reorganizing and 
establishing additional Medical Depots in the general vicinity of ports of 
embarkation or near important manufacturing centers.  The Savannah Medical 
Depot (depot symbol “SG”) was a sub-depot of the Atlanta Medical Section, with 
670,000 square feet of warehouse storage for medical supplies and equipment 
for army hospitals and medical attachments in Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia and Florida.  In June of 1941, the Savannah Quartermaster 
Depot was activated as a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Depot and as a 
sub-section of the Atlanta Quartermaster Depot.  On June 1, 1942, the Savannah 
Quartermaster Depot was made a separate depot from Atlanta, serving North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida.  By August 1942, under the 
command of Colonel Henry Hockwald, U.S. Army, the Savannah depot had 
become “one of the most important in the country.”  In January 1943, the Medical 

                                                 
1 National Archives, Identification Code 86-WWT-67-6, (available at 
http://ww2db.com/image.php?image_id=6057, accessed 21 August 2008). 
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Depot and the Quartermaster Depot were combined and called the Savannah 
Quartermaster Depot.2 
 

 
“A complete outfit for a Station Hospital ready for shipment 

from a Medical Depot in the Zone of Interior,” no date. 3 
 
The Quartermaster Corps traces its origins to 1775 when General George 
Washington created the post of Quartermaster General for the Continental Army.  
Major General Nathanael Greene served as the third Quartermaster General and 
established the first depot system to support the army after Valley Forge.  In 
1912, the U.S. Congress consolidated the Subsistence, Pay and Quartermaster 
departments to create the Quartermaster Corps, a fully militarized division with its 
own officers, soldiers, and units trained to provide supply and service functions 
on the battlefield.  At the peak of World War II, the Quartermaster Corps was 
providing over 70,000 different supply items and meals to troops every day.4  
 
The U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps was on the battlefronts fulfilling its supply 
mission with Class I, II, III and IV items (food, clothing and equipment, petroleum 
products, and general supplies, respectively).  Within the Zone of the Interior (ZI), 
the Quartermaster Corps was tasked with getting supplies from American farms 
and factories to the end users abroad.  To accomplish this, Quartermasters 
handled procurement, storage and distribution.  New York was the main port of 
embarkation on the east coast for serving the European and Mediterranean 
theaters.  On the west coast, San Francisco was the main port for the Pacific.  
Chief Quartermaster in the Southwest Pacific Area, Brigadier General William F. 
Campbell commented on the immense task of the Quartermaster Corps: 
 

                                                 
2 “U. S. Quartermaster Depot Gets New Administration Building,” Savannah Evening Press (hereafter SEP) 
(19 August 1942); “Q.M. and Medical Depot Combined,” SEP (23 January 1943); “Medical Depots and 
Symbols,” (http://med-dept.com/med_depots.php, accessed 21 August 2008); “Medical Depots in the Zone 
of Interior,” (http://med-dept.com/medDepots.php, accessed 21 August 2008). 
3 “Medical Depots in the Zone of Interior.”. 
4 “Quartermaster History,” (http://www.quartermaster.army.mil/qm_history.html, accessed 21 August 2008). 
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Never before in any war have supply lines been so long.  Never 
before has so much been supplied over such distances…. I am 
confident that logistics experts a few years ago would have said 
that the execution of the supply operations you have accomplished 
in the last four years [was] impossible.  I am equally confident that 
historians in the years to come will write of your supply 
achievements as one of the miracles of this war.5 

 
In 1943, the Savannah Quartermaster Depot was sending out supplies at a rate 
of 1 billion pounds a year, including food, clothing, equipment and medical 
supplies.  When it was established in 1941 there were only about 800 
employees, by 1943 that number had grown to 2,200.  The depot included a 
large administration building and over forty other structures, including an officers 
mess, dock, fire station, infirmary, and 90 acre “Victory garden.”  20 acres of the 
407-acre facility were under roof, with 2,530,000 square feet of covered storage 
(and 1,802,000 square feet of open storage).  The warehouses, storing supplies 
for shipment overseas, held coats, jackets, helmets, peas, beans, spinach, “Field 
Ration K” compact units, quilts, tents, cots, and much more.  Supplies were 
brought into the depot by the lines of the Savannah & Atlanta Railroad.6 
 

 
Packing room of the Medical Section of the Chicago Quartermaster Depot.7 

 
In June 1943, the name was again changed to the Savannah Army Service 
Forces Depot, with two supply sections, Quartermaster section and Medical 
section.  In August, the depot received patrol boats to guard its ½ mile waterfront 
                                                 
5 “QM Supply in the Pacific During WWII,” 
(http://www.quartermaster.army.mil/OQMG/professional_bulletin/1999/spring1999/, accessed 21 August 
2008). 
6 Lansdell, Joe, “Quartermaster Depot Has Grown Into Great Army Supply Center,” Savannah Morning 
News (hereafter SMN) (16 April 1943); The Port of Savannah: A Report to the Agricultural and Industrial 
Development Board of Georgia (Frederick R. Harris, Inc., Consulting Engineers, New York, August 9, 1945), 
83, Savannah Area Local Government Documents Collection, #SGA.SPA.1945-001, City of Savannah, 
Research Library and Municipal Archives. 
7 “Medical Depots in the Zone of Interior.” 
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along the Savannah River.  In November 1944, the Savannah Evening Press 
reported that the depot was shipping foods in dehydrated form to troops 
overseas to reduce food waste.8 
 
Following the 1945 creation of the Georgia Ports Authority (GPA), the State of 
Georgia purchased the depot property in 1948 as the location of the first GPA 
terminal (Garden City Terminal).9 
 
 

Jerry Cans 
The 5-gallon jerry can (also referred to as jeep can, gerry can, army gas can, or 
blitz can) was developed in World War II from a German design.  The square-
cornered cans, so designed to eliminate the wasted space around stacked round 
containers, were used to carry gasoline, water and other liquids needed on the 
battlefront.  The jerry can became “a widely recognized basic item of military 
equipment.”10 

                                                 
8 “Q. M. Depot Given New Designation,” SEP (3 June 1943); “Q. M. Depot Name Has Been Changed,” SMN 
(4 June 1943), 5:3; “U. S. Army Depot Gets Patrol Boats,” (25 August 1943), taken from Local Reference 
Files: Army Service Forces Depot, Bull Street Public Library; “Sends Supplies to Troops Everywhere,” SEP 
(9 November 1944). 
9 “Propeller Club of the United States: Port of Savannah and History,” 
(http://www.propellerclubsavannah.com/page9.html, accessed 21 August 2008). 
10 “Jerry Cans in Boxcar, Savannah Ga, WW II,” (http://www.olive-drab.com/gallery/description_0177.php, 
accessed 21 August 2008); “Military Jerry Cans for Gasoline and Water,” (http://www.olive-
drab.com/od_mvg_jerry_can.php, 21 August 2008); “QM Supply in the Pacific During WWII,”; Lansdell, Joe, 
“Quartermaster Depot Has Grown Into Great Army Supply Center.” 
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Navy Inshore Patrol, Savannah Section Base, Cockspur Island  
 
In November 1941, the Savannah Evening Press, in an article written by 
Lieutenant Commander Robert P. Erdman, USN, announced that a U.S. Navy 
section base would be located on Cockspur Island on the site of the old 
Quarantine Station for the Navy Inshore Patrol.  The base, commissioned on July 
8, 1942, included shops for the repair and maintenance of gas, diesel and 
electrical machinery required for the patrol vessels and minesweepers based 
there.  The base served as the supply and training base for the patrol with fuel, 
provisions, and barracks.  The Savannah Section Base, Inshore Patrol was 
responsible for patrolling the coastal waters of Georgia and South Carolina (the 
intra-coastal waterways were patrolled by the United States Coast Guard).  The 
Savannah Section Base was inactivated in June 1944 and only a small force was 
kept at Cockspur Island to keep the base in a state of readiness.  In mid-1945, 
the U.S. Navy turned over the base to the U.S. Coast Guard for use as a Coast 
Guard separation center.  The Navy Inshore Patrol maintained offices in 
Savannah at the County Police headquarters until it closed in June 1946 as part 
of the U.S. Navy’s demobilization of the Inshore Patrol.  The eighteen men 
manning the local office were transferred to Charleston.1 

                                                 
1 Erdman, Lt. Cmdr. Robert P., USN, “Navy Pushes Program to Protect Port; Naval Ships Be Built Here,” 
Savannah Evening Press (19 November 1941); “Inshore Patrol Base Inactivated,” Savannah Morning News 
(hereafter SMN) (4 June 1944), 24:6; “Navy Shore Patrol Here to Close July 1,” SMN (16 June 1946), 28:5. 
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On May 20, 1941, the Office of Civilian Defense was established by Executive 
Order 8757 as a federal emergency war agency.  Its main purpose was “to co-
ordinate state and federal measures for protection of civilians in case of war 
emergency.”  This was accomplished through various activities including 
supervised blackouts, preparation of air raid procedures, and the Civil Air Patrol.1 
 
Local Civilian Defense units were established around the country, but in 
Savannah one was organized early on with the creation of the Savannah-
Chatham County Defense Council by the City of Savannah Mayor and Aldermen 
and the Chatham County Commissioners.  The Defense Council, led by Robert 
W. Groves, focused on support services and civilian protection.  It was organized 
into two units, Civilian Protection and Civilian War Services.  The Civilian 
Protection division oversaw Air Raid Wardens, Auxiliary Firemen, Auxiliary 
Police, Public Works, Utility Repair, Emergency Medical, Messengers, and 
Emergency Welfare Service.  The Civilian War Services division included Block 
Leaders, Salvage Committee, Transportation Committee, Services for Service 
Men, Nutrition Committee, Recreation Committee, Health Committee, Child Care 
Committee, Housing Committee, Agricultural Committee, War Information 
Center, Bonds and War Savings Committee, and Rationing Boards.  Daniel W. 
Hoan, assistant director of National Civilian Defense, acknowledged the work of 
the Savannah Defense Council, “Very few cities have done as much as 
Savannah in organizing civilian defense.” 2 
 
The Defense Council recognized the need for defense of Savannah waterfront 
and organized a committee in February 1942 to make plans for “safeguarding 
shipping and perfecting internal security for harbor and port of Savannah.”  The 
committee was chaired by M. W. Lippitt, a commissioner for the Savannah Port 
Authority.  In June 1942, the United States Coast Guard was given this 
responsibility for all of the nation’s ports, relieving the local group from 
undertaking such a massive responsibility.3 
 
The Defense Council concentrated much of its efforts on aircraft warning, 
establishing the Savannah Aircraft Warning Service Filter Center.  Civilian 
volunteers played an immense role in the running of the Filter Center.  The Filter 
Center served as the “nerve center for defense in this area.”  Located in the heart 
of downtown Savannah (Chamber of Commerce office, 137 Bull Street), the Filter 
Center received reports from remote observation posts.  Running 24 hours a day 
and manned by ten shifts of thirty women volunteers each, the Filter Center 
handled calls from airplane spotters in the area observation towers.  They then 
transferred that information to the appropriate Army and Navy personnel.  Army 
                                                 
1 “Office of Civilian Defense,” Wikipedia entry (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Office_of_Civilian_Defense, 
accessed 28 August 2008); “Defense Chairman Named By Groves; Defense Council Formed by LaGuardia 
Plan,” Savannah Morning News (hereafter SMN) (23 August 1941), 2:1. 
2 “Defense Chairman Named By Groves…”; “Hoan Lauds Local Defense Set-Up,” SMN (28 January 1942), 
14:1; “Savannah-Chatham County Defense Council,” organizational chart (no date), Local Reference Files: 
Civilian Defense, Bull Street Public Library. 
3 “Port Protection Group Appointed,” SMN (18 February 1942), 12:2. 
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personnel manned the Filter Center between 11:00 pm and 8:00 am.  The 
observation towers, part of the Chatham County Aircraft Warning Service under 
director Judge A. R. MacDonnell, were also manned 24 hours a day.  Women 
volunteers served during the day, and men at night, each taking two-hour shifts 
(volunteers generally worked 1-2 shifts per week).  In November 1942, Aircraft 
Warning Post S 33 was dedicated on top of the Liberty National Bank Building.4 
 
In May 1945, President Harry S. Truman announced that the Office of Civilian 
Defense would be abolished (it was officially terminated by Executive Order on 
June 4, 1945).  Since the Savannah-Chatham County Defense Council was a 
separate organization established by the City Council and County 
Commissioners, the federal decision did not directly affect it.  However, by this 
time the protective services of the Council were already inactive and Director 
Groves announced that it would be dissolved shortly after the federal 
announcement.  During World War II, thousands of Savannahians offered their 
services through the Defense Council and more than 5,000 citizens participated 
in the mock air raids drills. 5 

                                                 
4 “Take Over Duties At Filter Center,” SMN (29 March 1942), 20:6; “Filter Center Is on the Job,” SMN (7 
June 1942), 36:1; “Observers at Outposts of Aircraft Warning Service on the Job,” SMN (26 June 1942), 
16:2; “They Stand Watch While Savannah Sleeps,” SMN (26 November 1942), 11:2. 
5 “Office of Civilian Defense”; “Defense Council to be Dissolved,” SMN (3 May 1945), 14:1; “War Work Done 
by Savannah Includes Building 130 Ships,” SMN (8 May 1945), 12:3. 
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For the first time, women in Savannah had an increased opportunity to join men 
in the workforce and on the battlefront during World War II.  Local women joined 
the workforce at local factories and shipyards, and volunteered for military 
service through the Defense Council, WAACS/WACS and SPARS.1  In honor of 
their contribution to the war effort, they participated in the “Women in War Week” 
parade down Broughton Street on November 27, 1942.  Representatives from 
military and civil units and war industries marched, including: 
 

Savannah Machine and Foundry Company 
Southeastern Shipbuilding Corporation 
Southern States Iron Roofing Company 
Steel Products Company 
American Red Cross 
American Women’s Hospital Reserve Corps 
Filter Center (representing the Army Air Corps) 
Savannah Medical Depot 
Savannah Quartermaster Depot 
Savannah Police Department policewomen 
WAACS 
Commercial High School’s girls’ Victory Corps 
Girl sheet metal cutters from the National Youth Administration (NYA) war 

workers school 
Savannah Girl Scouts2 

                                                 
1 The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) was organized in 1942 as an auxiliary unit to the United 
States Army.  In July 1943, the WAAC was converted to full status as the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).  
During World War II, about 150,000 American women served in the WAAC and WAC.  The WAC disbanded 
in 1978, since women could then serve in the same units as men.  Source: “Women’s Army Corps (United 
States Army),” Wikipedia entry (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_Army_Corps, accessed 21 August 
2008); The United States Coast Guard Women’s Reserve (SPARS) was established in 1942 to free men 
from stateside service in order to fight overseas.  Source: “SPARS,” Wikipedia entry 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SPARS, accessed 21 August 2008). 
2 “Thousands Watch Women Parade,” Savannah Morning News (28 November 1942), 12:6. 
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U-505 shortly after being captured, June 1944.1 

 
On November 7, 1945, the German submarine U-505 (U-boat stands for the 
German name “Unterseeboot”) arrived in Savannah accompanied by the U.S.S. 
Neunzer as escort on a publicity tour.  The U-505 had been captured on June 4, 
1944 by U.S. Navy Task Group 22.3 (TG 22.3), including the U.S.S. Guadalcanal 
and five destroyer escorts on anti-submarine patrol, in the south Atlantic off the 
coast of Africa.  The capture of the U-505 was the first time a U.S. naval vessel 
had captured an enemy vessel at sea since 1815.  Prior to its capture, the U-505 
had sunk eight ships, including three American and two British.  The capture of 
the U-505 was kept a closely guarded secret during the remainder of World War 
II, while the U.S. studied the submarine technology and Allied code breakers 
analyzed the code books and other secret documents found onboard helping 
them break the special coordinate code in enciphered German messages and 
relay more precise U-boat locations.  To maintain the secret, the U-505 was 
towed into Port Royal Bay, Bermuda (1,700 miles from where it was captured), 
and the 58 captured German survivors were interned at Camp Ruston, Louisiana 
where they were kept isolated from other prisoners of war. 
 

The Task Group’s brilliant achievement in disabling, capturing, and 
towing to a United States base a modern enemy man-of-war taken 
in combat on the high seas is a feat unprecedented in individual 
and group bravery, execution, and accomplishment in the Naval 
History of the United States. -Admiral Royal E. Ingersoll, 
Commander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet 

 
Following the surrender of Germany in 1945, the captured submarine was turned 
over to the Treasury Department for use in the sale of Victory bonds as a means 

                                                 
1 “Unterseeboot 505,” Wikipedia entry (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unterseeboot_505, accessed 20 August 
2008). 
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of stimulating patriotism and enthusiasm.  Mayor Peter R. Nugent and the 
chairman of the Eighth Victory Loan Drive met the U-505 when it docked in 
Savannah2 and took a private tour.  It was then opened to the public for tours.  
Crew members on board the U-505 on its visit to Savannah included R.M. 2-c 
Charles W. Lanier, of Savannah, who served on the sub for twelve months.  The 
U-505 is now housed in the Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago, Illinois 
(donated by the U.S. government in 1954) and is a National Historic Landmark.3 

                                                 
2 It is assumed that the U-505 was docked at the Municipal Dock at the foot of Drayton Street, but this has 
not been confirmed. 
3 “Captured German U-Boat Arrives In Company with U.S.S. Neunzer,” Savannah Morning News (8 
November 1945), 12:2; “Unterseeboot 505.” 




